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A BLOT ON THE ’'SCUTCHEON.

U~cerramvty  still shrouds the catastrophe on the North
Sea. We know little more to-day than yesterday : onc or
two more interviews have been published, the missing boat
is missing still, the colliding steamer has been identified,
and a cuuple of interviews have come from that side
also. It is little enough to explain a disaster that has
brought an end to nenly four hundred people as unex-
pectant of danger as they would be in Downing-strect.
The extraordinary swiftness  of the calamity explains
to a great extent the want of explanation : there will come,
of course, a complue silting before the proper tribunal,
but even so it is not likely that the evidence will present
any coherent account. Remembering always that the case
will thus come up for authoritative dcclbl’lll, we may yet,
without prejudging anybody, indicate the principal diffi-
culties with which the decision must be concerned. Take
first the most urgent, morally if not materially. Of the
twenty certain survivors, fifteen arc sailors and but five
passengers ; only one is a woman. Whatever accounts be
given and taken of the twenty minutes between the
ramming and the sinking of the Elbe, that fact still stares
us in the face demanding explanation. On first blush it
an accusation against the captain and crew of the
liner. To speak quite plainly, it is part of a seaman's
duty to be drowned in case of need, trying to save the
passengers; it may not enter formally into his articles
with his employer, but it is the ctiquette of his
proiession.  If the Zle had been a penny stcamer
packed with holiday-makers we should say nothing. But
she was a liner of onec of the greatest Atlantic lines—
and she went down, and of twenty saved there were
five passengers and only onec woman. Why? Either
through want of discipline or want of management.
The first accounts—the stories of sailors thwstmw pas-
sengers aside, hauling them out of the boats,
their life-belts—iepresent a scene of ungenerous and brutal
and above all unprofessiona! cowardice which we are loth
to associate with a lnd\cd crew of a brave people.
the captain's duty on such oce s Lo keep the passen-
gers in hand—if necessary with the revolver. But how
can he hope to do this wiien the crew sets the example of
ungoverned terror?  Other accounts—as that of the English
pilot—say that there was no confusion, no breach of
discipline.  Then we I question again: why
five passengers sa and only one woman ? Ad
of the boats could not be at, admit that
the ropes were  stiff with ice, admit that the ‘list
to port made the starboard boats impracticable- ~then just
for that recason why were
to starboard 2 And what
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was being made to lower thc starboard boa
have been the captain's miscaleulation—we shall not hear
his story; he, at lcast, took the honourable course—but,
at any rate, the survivors of the crew have to explain their
idea ol discipline,

That is the part of the question that concerns the
Llbe; the survivors have to cexplain how it is that
they are alive.  Now for the Crathie. We have
stories here from no passengers, and it is the business of
seamen in such® cases to say as little as possible until
they are called upon.  But what light, or rather darkne
visible, comes from this side is strange  Indeed. \\l‘\
did the Crathie back out and let in the water to the

2 It may |

L be's enginc-room ?  Why did she not stand by to assist
the Llln.n It did not take long to discover that she was
still seaworthy, but in the meantime she seems to have
lost the Zlbe. Moreover, the master's tale and the mate's
tally no more than do those of the surviving German

sailors: “I"rstly, we didn't see her; secondly, we saw her
signal she was all right,” is what they come to. Finally,
whose was the original fault in the collision ? At
present it is impossible to say, or even to put the
question in any definite terms. One thing, however, we
know : that it is the custom of the North German

Lloyds to run syrening and {laring down the North Sea,
and expect everything to get out of their way. That may
likely have had solmtlung to do with the collision. The
inquiry may clear this up, or it may not. In any case
there arc very grave questions that have to be raised.
The public confidence in a great line of steamers is
involved. We have no wish to prejudice the issues, but
it is vitally important that we should understand how
scrious they are.

THE AMNESTIED INTRANSIGEANT.

M. HENRI ROCHEFORT INTERVIEWED.

Turre are no material traces as yet of any impending changes at
4, Clarence-terrace, Regent’s Park, M. Rochefort's London residence
(writes a representative of the Pall iall Gazelle), but amnesty and joy
are writ large across the doings of the household; at lcast, from the
way in which a few words of congratulation were received it was
evident that the news from Paris has affected M. Rochefort not
a little,

“1 did not expect or covet amnesty; my friends reproach me
even with having done everything to prevent the application of the
measure tome.  But I knew full well that it was bound to come,
as for some time past there has been in France an evergrowing
feeling of revolt against extreme measures, and ex-President Perier
has sickencd everybody with his harsh and imperious methods.
Oh, he was bound to go, ce aie Monsieur, and 1 am very glad to
bave been instrumental in devising a plan for compelling him to do
we did o during my last stay at Brussels, between Jaures and
in securing the election of Gerault- Richard, imprisoned
for insulting the President of the Republic. Perier has not been
enough in this mat had liberated Gérault-
'd we would have been nonplussed, and there would have been
rent created in favour of the President.  Only I know Perier
personally, and what between sa durele de cenr vesulting from here-
ditary blemishes and the man’s reactionary tendencies, 1 was pretty
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sure of the result.”

M. Rocugrort’s Bueprar,
cr seems M. Rochefort’s bugbear, and as the relent.
less manner in which the ex-President was attacked day after day
for six months in the Jutransigeant is pretty well known, there
> need for dwelling any longer on this point of the conversa-

M. Casimir-Pe

tion. M. Casimir-Perier represents in the eyes of M. Rochefort the
most bated type of the capitalist bourgeoisie, and he cannot forgive
him either bis firty mitlions (is it fiity ?) or the origin of his wealth,

in its relations with the
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My great-grandfather was licutenant-colonel under Conde,
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CHURCH NOTES.

The Bishops of the Southern Provinee met in London on W, ednesday.
It was, of course, a private gathering, but it may be taken for granted that
the New Church Patronage Bill was under consideration, 1t is understood
thatthe new measure follows, with some slight tholwh not unimportaut
variations, the Bill of 1894 upon which the Southern Prelates were
pramicnl]y agrecd.  Chancellor Dibdin, in the first of a series of acticles
dealing with the subject in the Aecord, veminds Churchimen that
the new measure is the fourteenth bill directed to this particular branch
of Church Reform which has been before Parliament during the last
twenty years. It is not, vill agree, a hopeful season for a
measure of (,huu_h RLIo.m' but as the Liberationists are still malkir
capital out of Patronage scandals, the clectorate may well be asked to tak:
notice of the Chureh’s wish to remedy the evil.
i \\'uys hard to sat the eager Liberationist. 1lere is Mr.
iting a ]m‘uph.ct in which e dwells with piou
kedness ol a Church patronage system under whicl
the Crown chooses the bishops.  Yet he should be one of those who espy
the peculiar advanta; of this arrangement.  For it enables the Premiers
of his party to clivose bishops who are, politically, of their way of thi
When we remeiber, too, the remarkable readiness shown by some Nou-
s and Nonconformist papers to assist the Premicr in the
dispensation of his Church patronage, it scems peculiarly ungrateful of
M. Sumuel Smith to denounce the methed.  But there is no pleasing
some people. X
Two coincidences, undesigued or otherwi The Archbishop of
is inviting the lecturers and other workers connected with the
i Defence organization to meet the Central Church Committee
at Lambeth, on February 12, On that day the Liberation Society invites
s {riends to make merry over the br ast-table, at the Holborn Restau-
On March 1 there is to be a gre catdemoum'alion of Church Defence
And March 1 is St. David’s
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rant,
kers at the Queen’s Hall, Langham-place.

'1 he Archbishop of York had a very warm welcome at his old church in
Kensington on Sunday morning. He left there in 1878, but is not for-

sotten.  Although understood to viaw the Low Church vartv with no
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anger.
n cnded yesterday, when Mr. Simpkinson
Person: 11 Religion,” which resclved itself into
hbi It is understood, by the way, that
rec \ul from Mr. (J:ﬂﬂbl')l\(ﬂlLllhl()nu ry
1'of the book on Laud. Mr. W. IL Iutton wiil
doubtless receiv ame theme in acknowledgment of his
volume.  But all Noucouformist criticism of the Commemoration should
now be hushed, for a South Wales journal has discovered that Laud was
ot Welsh parentaze.

letter plc in

k shown around Peterborough Cathedral
the de..u a cliecque for £4,000 for the new organ.
ve is muh.nbl) no - truth in the rumour that cathedral vergers in other
citie: l.:l\'e bcul instu mlcrl to look out !ur this beneficent s
7 . otherwise the (uh(;;c of
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1s been i prosperous one, and the fame of the * Crey
5 througliout South London.  The Bishop of Rochester
it at the reanion, but his suilvagan, the presiding genius
of the cellege, will,

o Cayley was Senior Wrangler in 1842, Professor Stokes in
1841, and I sor Adams in 1843, Accordivg to the Record, it was
said of these three men at a time when they were all living, “They are
the three most distinguished men of this Uni v, and they all threa
believe in the Bible, " Ihe same journal says that Cayley's carly lectures
had only oue hearer: he was senior to the l’lOﬁ.SSGr, aud went down from
London twice or thrice a week in order to be present.

The special organs of the Church in Wales have not treated the Bangor
isestablishment scheme with tendern: One of them disrespectfuliy
calls its promoters the “Three Tailors of ooley-strect.”  “The Bishop of
Bangor has thought well to deny any Sy mpathy with the movement.

Another from “Peter Icmbard of the Church Times :—Scene: A
Surdiy-school Teacher: * What is an Epistle?”  Aftera pause a pupil
answers : * Please, sir, the wife of an Apostle.”
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